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Ysgol y Waun

Marking Policy

Introduction

This policy document is a statement of aims, principles and strategies for marking at Ysgol y Waun. It lays the foundations for marking across the whole curriculum. The policy has been written for the benefit of all members of staff and to ensure that everyone is aware of the fundamental principles underpinning the work of Ysgol y Waun.

The policy reflects the beliefs of governors and staff. It has been developed following discussion and consultation between staff. 

The implementation of this policy is the responsibility of all members of Ysgol y Waun.

The headteacher will monitor the implementation of the policy and will report to the Governing Body in accordance with agreed procedures.

Aims & Principles:

Our aims for marking are as follows:

· In our school, we have marking which is focused, diagnostic and aids improvement
· Develop children’s skills so they can assess their own learning and  help them to judge the success of their lesson and set targets for their own improvement
Beliefs

We believe that effective marking takes place when:

· Pupils feel valued as individuals and are actively involved in the marking process through self and peer assessment.
· Classroom relationships are built on mutual tolerance and respect and making a mistake is safe and acceptable, especially when trying something new or challenging.

· Marking is focused, diagnostic and aids improvement.

· Assessment for Learning processes are valued and this is reflected in adequate time being given over to them during lessons so children feel a genuine sense of achievement.

Responsibilities

Teaching staff work towards the aims by:

· Ensuring marking is focused, diagnostic and aids improvement. 
· Following the procedures outlined in this policy.

· Using a range of Welsh phrases when appropriate.

· Providing lessons which are well prepared, structured and paced to make effective use of the time available to allow for effective marking, reflection and feedback.

· Ensuring the learning objective (WALT in Foundation Phase / LO in Key Stage 2) is explained at the start of the lesson.

· LO/WALT and SCr must be on all English and Maths work.

· Evidence of successfully achieving the WALT/LO must be highlighted within the child’s work in Blue / Pink or green if not achieved.
· Ensure differentiated Success Criteria (A=all, M=Most, S=some)  is shared with children and when appropriate devised by children.

· Next Steps (NS) to be identified at least once a week in children’s English and Maths books.

· Children should Self Assess (SA) every piece of English and Maths work by highlighting the SA circle in either Pink/Blue or Green. SA introduced in summer term for Nursery and continued in Reception through to Yr 6.
· Children should know how to Peer Assess (PA) another child’s piece of work against the LO and SCr using the appropriate highlighter pen.
· Planned time must be given for ‘Fix It’  at least once a week.

· There should be evidence of ‘Fix It’ using a red pen in children’s books (Years 1-6). 
· Any work marked by another teacher or TA must be initialled by that person.

Presentation:

· Work pages are set out with the date first on the left of the page (Day, Date, Month) underlined in pencil. 
· In maths books the date is written numerically, literacy and topic books it is written in words and in welsh work in Welsh. 
· Children write in pencil or black ink.
· The LO  / WALT and Success Criteria should be clearly displayed under the date.

· All mistakes are crossed out using one diagonal line in pencil.

· High expectations of presentation should be shown in all books.
Ysgol y Waun – Marking Policy
	Date
	Work to be dated

	Tickled Pink
(Foundation Phase)
	Pink highlighting pen indicates when the child has been successful.

	Cool Blue
(KS 2)
	Blue highlighting pen indicates when the child has been successful.

	Green for Growth
(FP and KS2)
	Green highlighting pen indicates elements of the child’s work that requires improvement.

	WALT
(Foundation Phase)
	We Are Learning To – ‘WALT’ shows the expected outcome of the lesson. The WALT will be highlighted in pink when the child has been successful or green when further work is required.

	LO
(Key Stage 2)
	Learning Objective – ‘LO’ shows the expected outcome of the lesson. The LO will be highlighted in blue when the child has been successful or green when further work is required.

	Success Criteria 

(SCr)
	Success Criteria – A=all, M=most, S=some will be used to show differentiation. The SCr will be highlighted in pink / blue when achieved. The SCr will be highlighted in green if expected level not achieved.

	SA
	Self Assessment – Children will colour the SA cirle in a pink/blue or green on every piece of English and Maths work.

	PA
	Peer Assessment – Children will peer assess (PA) another child’s piece of work at least once a week using a pink/blue or green highlighter.

	Fix it
	Children will fix their own work using a red pen (Yrs 1-6)

	I  
	Independent work – ‘I’ is recorded when the child has completed the task independently, with no adult support.

	G
	Guided – ‘G’ is recorded when the child has been guided by an adult during a group activity.

	WS
	With Support – ‘WS’ is recorded when the child has required extra support to complete their work.

	1:1
	Child has completed work with 1:1 support.

	NS
	Next Steps – ‘NS’ is  identified at least once a week in both English and Maths books.

	Comments
	All comments must be written in blue ink.


